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ÞÞ IPPPEE 
Tnmmmnitirtut 
| Conſiderations touching the Liturgy 


. or Book of Common Prayer in the 
Church of ENG 1 an vb, &c. 


T is not to be doubted by any but thoſe 


» who are either ignorant of Hs Majeſties why = nt] 


__ nathye clemency and Chriſtian charity, Or tion is no dif- 
(Sg <nemies to his and all our Tranquility, cn of the 


HP That His Majeſtics deſign in that indul- 0% 
gent Declaration, was not to thew any d:ſaffetion or diſ- 
eſteem 'n His Majeſty toward the ancient and excellent 
Liturgy of the Church of England,which was His com- 
panion and conſort in all His diſtrefles, and which ſtill 
Is the dayly rule and meaſure of Hw Majeſties publique 
Devotions z as it hath been of Hs Royal Fathers, of 
bleſſed memory,and all Hi princely Progenitors ſince the 
Reformation : But this temporary condeſcention was onely 
in order to compoſe at preſent the minds of all His 
good SubjeRs to ſome calm and Chriſtian temper, 
* untill ſuch further expedients might be applied by Hs 
Majeſties Wiſdom and Charity as ſhould not onely «lay 
former civil differences, but wholly remove the uncom- 
fortable diſlentions of His Loyal Subjeds of the Church 
of England,in ſo great a concern as that is of Relzgion z 
yea, and of the nobleſt part of Religion, Dewetion ; and 
the moſt eminent way of Devotion, publike Weſmp, of 
the ſolemne Service of God = Hu Church, by Pray- 
| ers 


—_——— 


(2) 
ers, Praiſes, and Sacramental celebrations ; which are - 
the great charaFers and confirmation of true Chriſti- 
ans communion with God, with their Saviour, and the 
bleſſed Spirit, and by the grace of theſe with one a- 
nother. | 

The Licer Hence His Majeſties gentleneſs and prudence hath been 
mtg Snag), pleaſed at preſent to declare His roya/ pleaſure, for re- . 
unwonted 19 mitting a While the penal neceſsity of uſing the Litwrey, 
may 0 uponconſideration that many of His good Subjects 
eſtecmir, Have for many yeers been unaccuſtomed to it, and be- 
ing unacquainted with it, may the leflſe value it ; 0- 
thers have been unjuſtly, yer vehemently, prejudiced 
againſt itz and (ome are lefs ſatisfed with it onely for 
{ome words and expreſsions in it, which they do not (0 
well underſtand, and therefore are ſcrupulous to uſe 
them in the way of Worſhip to God. 
But it were too mach to miſtake and abuſe His Ma- 
jeſties Candor and Clemency, to imagine that His 
Majeſty had hereby diſpenſed with all /egal, moral and 
obedrential tyes to the uſe of in any part of the Litur- 
| gy : by which leſs ;»periovs, but more ingenious bands, 
Hiher ty** 4 good men and good ſubjeRts are more oblig'd to the uſe 
brifians Of what is good and holy, apt and indiſputable in it, 
and Sv-;xts (as the main of it is,) than it the fear of puniſhment lay 
puniſtmere, POD them z which is very ſerwile, and below either a 
good Chriſtian or a good Subjeft ; except where pu- 
niſhment is ſubmitted to rather than fin commited ; 
or g00C is therefore omitted, becauſe of an ſeparable 
adherence of evil tro it, Which ſure cannot be the 
ground of ſome Miniſters totally negleRing to uſe, not 
onely the whole Liturgy, but even the Lords Prayer, 
the 129 Commandements, the three Creeds, the Confeltien 
of fins,and the Church Chatechiſme ; all which are = 
| | holy, 


' 
p 
_ I ng—————_— — 


' F ; 


(3) 
holy and neceſlary, or very wholſome and convenient 
tor the Church of Chriſt, 

'Tis true, ſome that are reputed ſober, learned and 4 rev'ew vt 
Loyal Miniſters, in order to a firm Peace and Fraternal yorker gs 
Union, have tor themſelves and others humbly craved ſ-me 1:arned 
of His Majeſty a lerious review of the Liturgy, yet no gs 
turther than ſome modeſt and diſcreet yarmizons or 
ſutable additions: Such as ſtill retain for the main the 
former excellent matter and methad ot it, without any 
diſcompoſing or diſſolving the whole z much more 
without any rude deſpiſing of it, or endeavour to de- 
ſtroy it, For, inearneſt, ſuch infolent and enormous The miſchic*, 
changes may not in Piety or Policy be permitted, be- © rorall 
cauſe, Firſt, they would moſt undelſervedly reproach __- 
the wiſedome, and blemiſh the prety of the firſt Atartyriy of theLirir:y; 
Compoſers of it : Next, they would as unjuſtly as 1m- 
pudently diſparage the Fadgement and Devotion of the 
whole Church of England, its Princes, Parliaments, Mi- 
niſters and People, who duly and comtortably ſerved 
God, and maintained the Reformed Chriſtian Religion in 
the uſe of the Zitzrzy, even then when this Church 
was moſt flouriſhing in peace and piety : Laltly, 
they would unreaſonably damp and y- 9 the pre- 
ſent Zeal and Devotion of the greateſt and chueteſt pare 
of this Nation, who are much pleaſed and profited by 
the uſe of the Litargy z which heretotore was highly 7 Tang 
approved and conlcionably uſed,even by moſt of thole 4 un Fg 
learned and godly men, Miniſters and others, who 1a |carnedeſt 
ſome things Ritual and Ceremonial were cither more ad jemare 
ſcrupulous or leſs conturmable. ES 

Yea, His ſacred Majeſty could not but in all realon -— - rw 
expect; that all learned and godly Miniſters w th their ;;;c 1... 5.4 
neople would the rather apply themlclves to a cliicreet ex wr ; 

2 ng 


(4) 
and deyont uſe of it, in thoſe parts of which they are 
ſatisfied, ſo as might beſt expreſs their grateful ſenſe 
of Hs Majeſties tenderneſs and indulgence to them in 
ſome others, which are rather verbal then material 
Scruples and diſlatisfaRions. | 
Many do = Which Religious, Loyal and Ingenuons principle to 
ratherapP my knowledge hath ſo prevailed with ſome very able 
the Licurgy, and godly Miniſters in London, and elſewhere,thar they 
have,accoroing to His Majeſtzes deſires, intents and ex- 
peRation, preſently applyed themſelves to the uſe of 
the Lit#rgicin their reſpective Congregations $- being 
well ſxtisfied themſelves, and having tully convinced 


the beſt and ſobereſt, yea the moſt of their people, - 


not onely of its lawfulneſs by Gods and Mans Lawes, 


but alſo of its uſefulneſle and firneſle for this Church : | 


Although they did not heretofore uſe it, while there 
was no power that would protect it and themzall things 
being run to Faion and Confuſion, Tyranny and Anar- 
chy under the pretenſions of Liberty and Reformation ; 
ought not to extend beyond the Laws of God and 
and man,by which the peace and welfare of Church and 
State are preſerved. 

Tr is unworthy So that for any worthy Miniſters and ſober people to 


of Miniſters be therefore more refftve (now) and averſe trom the uſe * 


ro be now 


wore averſe Of the Litwrgie at all, becauſe of His Majeſties clemen- 
om ir, Cy, is a moſt wnexcuſable moroſeneſs , eſpecially when 


they heretofore did ſe it, and are ſtill ſatisfied in their 


Conſciences of the lawtulneſs and expediency ofit : yea, 
and they were diſpoſed to have aſed it immediately be- 
fore the Declaration came outzin caſe they had been re- 


quired to it according to Laws in force, rather then for 


default to have been puniſhed, For theſe men to have 


evil eyes againſt the Zitwrgy, becauſe the King hath 
a 


(s) 


a compaſſionate eye toſome mens infirmity z for them 
ſill co fomeat the Anti-liturgical humour of ſome men, 
and inſtead of cloſing thoſe wounds, ( into which the 
Kings charity poureth Balme)to rip & tear them up,or to 
widen and ex1ſperate them, is ſuch a part of peewiſhneſs 
and ingratitu4?, that it looks too like Schiſmatical petu- 
lancy and pride; from which drofſe it is high time to 
| haveall our hearts purged , after (o long triall in Gods 
fiery furnace; to be ſure the very appearance and ſhew of 
ſuch a frowardae(s doth not become any good Prote- 
ſtant or worthy Miniſter, who hath no greater objeZF:0n 
' againſt the Liturgy,then this,thar he fancies he could in 
ſome words or phraſes mend it, or put ſome alias's to ir 
and additions, which may be inflaite, 
Small faults or verbal defetts are very wenial in any 
things of humane conftitution,and very tar from making 
them unlawful , meerly becaule they are not for word, 
or phraſe, or torm,the beſt char may be : Ic is in things 
of priſtine uſe in Religion that are of true and ſolid 
worth for taith, morality, method and decency, as it is 
with ſome good Fewclls of price, but of antique work 
for their ſetting or faſhion; their plainneſs and antiquity 
gives ſo much value to them, becauſe though they ſeem 
lefle curious and modiſbly polite , yer they are furtheſt 
from novelty or affeQartion of finery. 
Leaſt of all excuſable are thoſe Miniſters who out of —_—_— +4 
a little point of reputation among ſome people (rather je p- _ 
weak then wiſe, and to be pitied more then imitated ) dimenc ro Mi- 
do ſtill ſacrifice their judgments ( thac 1 ſay not their #55 © 0! 
Conſciences) to their credits,and out of a fear or lothneſſe uu 
to offend ſome people, (whom they might eafily con- 
vince and (atisfiezas well by their examples as by their 
arguments,) they make no Conſcience co deprive ou 
onely 


The need 


the Liturgy. 


No compare 
berween the 
Licurgy and 
Dic&cry. 


(6) 
only the publick of peaceybut the people &themſelves, 
as Miniſters,of the benefit of the Liturgy, when poſſibly 
ſome have of theymoſt ſtand ig need of it,either to help their frequert 


infirmitieszor to reſtrain their popular & deſu/tory levitys 
or laſtly, to ſet Lounds of diſcretion, decen: y, charity and 
piety to their extravagancies, even in publick lolemn 


devotion and Sacramentall celebrations, which ſometimes 


to my know'edge are ſuch,as are no way becoming the 
publick woitl:1p of God, or the honor of the Church of 
Chriſt, or the ſanity of true Religion, or the venera- 
ble Majeſty of God, All which are much abaſed and 
{lighted,yea,oftentimes even blaſphemed,by the rude- 
nefle, weaknefle, and familiarity of ſome Miniſters de- 


votions z; whole ſelte-confidence abhors all bounds or | 


preſcripts but thoſe which their own various fancies, 
troubled inventions,and.confuſed judgments ſet tothoſe 
duties which they love to perform as they liſt, though 
to the /ittle benefit of the fillier ſort of people, and to 
the great ſcandal of the wiſer, who cannor tell how to 


lay a judicious and fiduciary Amen to thoſe extemporary, 


rude, confuſed, and yet eager effuſions which ſome men 
vent, either with too much facrlity and fluency , or to0 
much pumping and contention ; And it they be (o. ſober 
as to faſhion to themſelves ſet formes ot devotion in 
all publick duties, as many of them now do, it is too 
much arrogancy to eſteem their private and fingle 
compolures better then what hath been culy weighed 
and approved by the whole Church, and confirmed by 
many Ats of Parliament, in the moſt ſereve times and 
tempers. 


From which while ſome men have of late years affect- 


ea to recede,& in ſtead of an excellent trwue-born Liturgy - 


to briog in their «ſeleſſe, ſupoſiti trons;looſe and illegitimate 


Direct ory - 


be 
— _ — ——w—_ 
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Direttory, no tongue Can expreſs into what a wilderneſs 

of ſin, tolly and affeRation both Miniſters and people 

have run, and with what fiery Serpents they have been 
ſtung,which venemous inflamations and humors nothing 

1s ſo probable to heal, as the ſetting up the Liturgy a- 

gainz which ſome have fancied to be an Idol, and fo 

have ſtudied to make it Nehuſtan, when indeed it is 

more like the Ark of God, by reſtoring of which to its 

place in Shiloh,the Philiſtines were healed of the ſhame- 

tul Plagues they ſuffered by reaſon of their Mice and 

Emrods, | 

Heace it 1S, T hat the defires of the moſt learned, ju- The eftcem 

dicious, and beſt- afteRed of His Majeſties Subjects of all mn _ Ny 
qualities in England are, that neither publick Holy uſt pongle of 
duties, nor Sacramental myſteries, nor their own Con- £ng/and tor 
ſciences, nor the Churches honor, nor the Majeſty and * -#7- 
unity of the Reformed Religion, nor the publick peace 

and ſafery may any longer be expoſed to, & indeed ad- 

ventured uponſuch hazards of private Miniſters variety? 71. ;nconve 
and uncertainties; which are many times very flat dull and niences of 
indeveut ; other while deadly tedious and of a confuſe '9m< mens de- 
length, (like a great Skain of Yarne, courſe aud ſnar- woblick. 
led; ) ſongertimes they are (o dubious between wind 

and water, Senſe and Non-ſenſe, FaRtion and Sedition, 

Boldnelſs and Blaiphemy, that it makes ſober Chriſti- 

ans, who have acue reverence of the Divine Majeſty, 

dread to hear them ; others of /ooſer tempers, not to 

much fear as they laugh ar, ſcorn and abhor ſuch incon- 

gruous wayes of Worſhip and Religion, in which all 

things ſacred, and the eternal Salvation of poor fouls, 

moſt miſerably depend upon nothing but private Mini- 

ſters opinions and ſpirit, attended (God knows) too ot- 

cen inthe ableſt and beſt of them with many 1ndiſpoſert- 


ns 


= > —_ —— —_— 
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(8) 
ons and 1ndi(cretions, exceſſes and defeats, _ 
The end and For the pious and prudent avoyding of which, the 
uſe of Lirur- ancient Churches from the very frf Centwry,did uſe ſuch 
Eharch, boch publick wholefome formes of ſound words 1n their Sacra- 
ancienrand gnental celebrations eſpecially, and afterward in other 
— holy Adminiſtrations or publick Duties, as made up 


their ſolemn, deveut and pathetick Litwrgies : Which 


paterns all modern and retormed Churches of any re- . 


nown have followed, according to the many Scriptural 
examples and expreſsions in ſet forms of prayers, Prai - 
ſes, Plalms, Confeſſions , and BenediRions, commend- 
ed to us by holy men in all Ages, and by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, whoſe moſt abſolute Prayer ſuffered ot late a 
ſtrange and unheard of oftraciſme in many Congrega- 
tions of England, out of an ametrie or vulgat tranſport 
againſt all ſer forms, though of Divine inſtitution, and 
without which of old (throughout the Chriſtian world) 
no conſecration in any Sacrament was thought complete 
or duly performed,unleſs this moſt perfect Prayer were 
added tothe words of Inftitstion. Hence it was thought 
fit to be repeated in every diſtin Office or Service of 
the Church of England; to the cauſeleſs offence of many 
ſimple people, who make it a vain repetition, for want 
of a renewed intention or conſtant devotion in their own 
hearts 3 as they counted.the Liturgy, a dull manner of 
Worſhip,when the dulneſs indeed was in their own ſpi- 


rits; as they may as eaſily find in reading of the ſame 


any deadnefle or dulneſle in themſelves. 

Church-uniry Certainlythe deſign and uſe of all our Liturgis,old and 
and folenity new Was not only to keep all the members of the ſame 
Doarines Pre- Church and polity in one holy harmony, and to ſecure 


og by tkcir the unity of Faith and DofFrine, which were oft taint- 
W=v1gics, - - . ed 


Scriptures,which are divinely inſpired,and are far from 


i 
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| (9) 

ed by ill- tempered paſſhons and courſer kind of devori- 
ons: bur alſo by the joynt wiſdom and devotion of the 

Church they ſought to preſerve the ſanity and ſolem- 

nity of Holy duties from the contagion and deformity ot 

private Miniſters frequent infirmuues, either in their ix- 


_ 
oy ho _ 


| vention] memory Or aiterancezall which ought to 
' be avoded, as muchas may be, in publick celebrations 
of Chriſtian myſteries. 


| Nor may any Miniſters ſingle abilities be compared Minifters fn- 
| (eſpecially when extemporancess) to that ſociall and Þ* bile 
concurrent ſufficiency of gifts and graces, of wiſdom and the Licurgy. 
' - devotion, which may be preſumed in the ſpirits of the 
' Prophets, wnited and piouſly improving their joynt abi- 
lities to the common ſtock of Gods glory, and the Chur- 
ches edification , while they wiſely weigh, meaſure and 
fix according to the Word of God (which is the onely 
| ſflandardoft true Religion both in DoQtrine and Devori- 
| on) the foundations of Faith, and the ſuperſtruures of 
Worſhip, by an humble obedience > holy ferwency 
and unanimous harmony, ſo firme, complete and uni- 
forme, that they ſhall leaſt receive any prejudice, de- 
rriment, diſparagement or diminution trom any Mini- 
ſters nog x depravedneſs or indiſpoſition 5 on which 
| they are no more to be vextwred, than the Ark upon a 
Cart which ſhould be carried on the Prieſts ſhoul- 
ders. 


The efabliſh:d and uniforme uſe therefore of a well 7"* "n= 


: . benefits ari- 
compoled Liturgy, hath very many great and good in fog from 2n 
fluences upon rue Relrgion and every Church: —_— 

I, Firſt it conduceth much to the more ſolemne, $1), 
complete, Auguſt and reverent Worſhip of the Divine ln r-gir of 
Majeſty in Chriſtian Congregations ; where otherwiſe © 0 05 n© 


the moſt ſacred and venerable myſteries mult be expoſed iu; wy Gol 
C t9 


— 


The L:curoy 
a greor ce 
| fence to true 
DoRrine as 
Chriſtian. 


A Liwrey 
much ad van- 
ceth Chriſtian 
Uaity. 


—_ — — _— —_— - 


AEiturgy well 
compolcd and 
ſeried is oſt 


ſatitfaRory ro 
Ee the mo? judi- 
czous pco ie 
| of Eng'aid. 


(10) 

to that rudeweſſe and wnpreparedneſſe, that barrenneſſe 
and [ap erficialneſſe, that defe# ang deformity, both tor 
matcer and manner, judgment and expreſſion, to which 
every private Miniſter 1s daily ſubjeR, as late expe- 
rience hath taught us, Certainly ſocieties of men and 
Chriſtians owe a Solemne Comely Worſhip in pub- 
lick ſervices to God, beyond thole in private Cloſets; 
proportionable to their dignity and eminency above ſin- 
gle perſons or families. 

2, Secondly, a Liturgy is a moſt excellent means to 
preſerve the truth ot Chriſtian aad Reformed Dodrive, 
by the conſonancy of publick Devotions z into which other 
wayes corrupt minds are prone tvintule the ſowre leven 
of their own corrupt Opinions, | 

3- A Leterey is neceſſary for the holy harmony and 


ſweet communion of all Chriſtians, ia National as well 


as Parochial Charcheszwhile thereby they are all kept in - 
one mind and (piritz projjing the ſame things, and cheer- 
fully ſaying Amen to the fame praiſes or petitions, A 
little ſpark of difference in Relig ais prone to kindle 
great Ciſſentions among Chriſtians z nor Coth any. 
thing more quench the heat of Diſputation, thaa. the 
cool and gentle dewes of uniforme Devotions ; when 
Obs, and Sols, are refolved into Amens or So be it's ; 
which are (ti]] the ſeals of charicy and mucual love or 

conſent, 
4+ Liturgical forme and uſe is not onely of great 
benefit and comfort to the more knowingzjudicious,and 
well-bred fort of Chriſtians, but highly co their ſecurity, 
and to the Holy and humble compoſure ot their ſpirits 
in the Worſhip of God ; who otherwiſe are prone 
not onely amidſt the pab/ick devorions,curioutly ro cen- 
lure, but ſcoffingly to diſpiſe, yea, many times to 
lauzh 


ak -——— 


(11) 

langh at z and at beſt to pity or deplore the evident 
detects and incongruities, which appear in many Mini- 
ſters odd expreſsions and incongr uous ways of officiating, 
according to their ſeveral opinions, humors, or abilities ; 
Hence not only diſtratFion but indewotion, yea great ir- 
reverence and protaneneſs do follow ; men of quick 
fight and acute underſtandings, being made to 4:ſpiſe 
ang abhor even theſe holy things of God, when ſo un- 
holily, at leaſt »nhamſomely handled. 

5. But above all, a conſtant and compleat Liturey 4 Licurpy 
mightily conducethro the edification and ſalvation, as mf neceifury 
well as unanimity and peace of the meaner ſort of people; and fimpicr 
to whom daily variety of —_— in prayer, Or Sa- fore of Chri- 
craments, is much at one with Latiz Service , little un- $> 
derſtood , and lefle remembred by them. They are 
ſtiil out, and to ſeek, when a new Miniſter officiares, 
yea and when the ſame , it he affet warity of words, 
where the duty is the ſame: Alas (as I have oft obſer- 
ved) when poor Boys and Girls, (who have no inſtitu- 
tion of Religion from their ignorant Parents,or Maſters 
and Dames ) when theſe (whoſe ſouls are precious) be- 
gin firſt ro gape upon the Miniſter in Religious duties, 
and to ſee, as well as hear a Sermon ;) which way can 
they in populous places be brought to or built up in 
Chriſtian principles of Religion, without ſome eaſy, 
clear, and conſtant ſummary or ſet from of wholeſome 
words, and ſonnd doQtrine, in the Catechiſme and Li- 
turgy, or Common prayer ; frequently repeated to 
them, and (o inculcated on their minds and memories 7 

- For want of which, what ſober Miniſter ſees not and 
rieves not to ſee, how of late years, ignorance, pro- 

| fattion, irreverence, ſuperſtition, (candall of 
manners , and all villany " Opinions as well as of py 

2 iſe 
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of the lureſt 
means to keep 
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(12, 
Riſe have like a ſcab or leproſie prevailed over the com- 
mon ſort of people in England, who, as poor ſheep, get 
neither ni nor fleece on their backs,being ſtarved rather 
then fed in the barren heaths or narrow cloles of private 
Miniſters abilities z or elſe always wandring and entan- 
gled among the baſbes and briars of petty diſputes and 
endleſs jenglines in religion,whence ariſe either barren- 
neſs or rotteneſlſe in poor peoples minds, without any 
proficiency in truth or godlineſs , for want of whole- 
tome forms ot ſound doctrine and ſetled devotion, by 
which as tender plants by the ſun-ſhine and ſhowers, 
they would grow and thrive to be good Chriſtians, 

6,,1In ſumme, as the Chriſtian Religion cannor ealily 
be planted or thrive among the country and common- 
people , without a ſetled Catechiſmez well com- 
P 


oled, ſtrictly impoſed,and duly uſed by Miniſters z ſo ' 


nor can the Reformed part of Religion be preſerved in 
England, to any flouriſhing and uniform ſtate , unlefle 
ſuch a Liturgy be Awthoitatively enjoyned,andconſtant- 
ly mazintainedas the daily, firm, and moſt impregnable 
bulwark, againſt both Remiſh ſuperſtitions and other Fa- 
natick Innovations : Eſpecially, as ro the Lords Supper 
and Baptiſm. 


As to the firſt of which, the Liturgy of the Church - 


of England will for ever keep out the Maſſe , while both 


bread and wine are ſo Conſecrated and Communicated, ' 


as is expreſled and eſtabliſhed in the Liturgy of the 
Church of England; Whoſe excellent form in celebra- 
ting this great myſtery is moſt primitive, compleat, and 
leaſt offenſive to any true Chriſtian or ſober Proteſtant 
In the other Sacrament the Liturgy very potently and 
tully vindicates the priſtine honour , and Catholik uſe 
of —_ Baptiſmegagainſt the Anabaptiſtical novelty and 
Caiabaptiftical pervyerſneſs, Nor 
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(13) 
Nox is there any cauſe- in that fl mull rt of qur And againft 
' Engliſh Li#rgy to quarrell with hs = elicall and wo 
charitable periwaſion ſo oft expreſſed, touching Bapri(- 
mall regeneration; which all pious antiquity and the moſt 
reformed Churches do aflent to, and which the Scripeare 
| teacherh, joyning he Water and Spirit cogether, and 
calling Baptiſne the layer of Regeneration, Tit. 3. 5 with- 
' out limitation to any;as Circumciſion was the ſeal of Gods 
' Covenant to all the children of 1ſrael, 
Andin J»fants itis molt certain as their Originall fin oF yapeicmal 
' is by oaly paſsive traduction, impuration, derivation or reveneration 
| contagion z {o their ſpiritual regeneration or new ſtate - _ _ 
is only paſs+ve on their part by the grace ofGod through £214 1:- 
the merits of the incarnate and crucified Meſſias imputed 
| tothem, and his Spicit workiag onthem, according to 
| | his ſecret, but gracions, & mighty power in that age. 
Nor may we ſo abate the honourzefficacie, and com- 
| fort of :nfant Baptiſme, or the Evangelicall offer of 
' grace, or the comfort of Chriſtans, as to make it a 
| 9 ligne and izſ1gn1ficant ceremony ; for it ceaſeth to 
| bea Sacrament, it it have not as a Diaure inſtitution, 
{o a gracious operation by the Spiric with the Water ; 
when duly conſecrated by the Word and Prayer ap- 
lyed to the element, by an authoritative and ordained 
iniſter, and no hinderance or obſtruction to the grace 
offered and conferred on the Subject fitted for it. 
The difhculty which many ſcruple at,is, becauſe many 
baptiſed Infants afterward live very profanely and dye FRYE: 
very wretchedly, and ſo cannot in charity be thought to $32)” 17 
have been once properly and fully regencrate ; For if tur:y of 1of- 
they were, it mult follow, that ſome kind or degree of /"='*'* *>- 
regeneration may fail and lapſe to a toral and final Apo. © 
ſtaſie, as it were abortive embrio's in the life and ſtate 
0: Grace, To 


Jon. 3+ 5. 


Meer paſſive 
viace and re- 
genrration 
{ufficerh the 
intant as to 
that fare. 


(14) 
To remove this foropls I conceive that this meerly paſ. whc 


ſive regeneration,by the grace of God in Chriſt,of which whi 
an tes baptiſed is partaker, is ſufficient for its ſal/vs- q#t! 
tron in point of taking away the impnted- gnilt of Ori- | 
gind] fin by 4dew, it it dye withour any aZ7ull fin :\fort 
it itlive to wilfull 4#t»al fin, it muſt have a forcher/03 4 
ative work of regencration, by an acturl faith and re-)iN43 
pentance ; withour which 'tis ſure there is no falvation|9f * 
tor knowing, malicious, or preſumptuous actwall fixwers.| #4 
The paſſive baptiſmel regeneration may ſuffice to take} ÞY 
oy Originall fin, 23 to guilt and penaliy in Infants, and! 0t 
to fie them ſor heaven : When from being born of fleſb/ 11" 
and blood, yea children of wrath, and death and damnari-' OP! 
on by natwrezthey are by Chriſtian baptifme,inflared in-| AS 
to a relation and condition of Graceslife and ſalvation, by. wh 
_— Fi and -—_ of pre pm Adam, = 
ChriftFeſus,effeually applyed in baptiſme to rake away | '© 
the #47 the firſt p/Lewie hen without thel ble 
aFuall fault. But this __ and paſsive rege- he: 
neration or {eminal —_ and ſperk, it afterwards 
ſmothered and quenched by a&tua!l and preſumptuens |ÞY 
a. yoga not gr ol —_— ſuffice to ſave a» adult - 
Chriftian,under another guile though baptis'd in infancy, | ** 
unleſs there be an SOretanxyews';y0 hher anche ber & _ | le: 
ving by aRual faith and repentancein we he is a worker | 1* 
together with the grace of God, Thar firſt little ſpark fil 
nd degree of grace baptiſmal as fire, will ſerve to take #* 
tinder which is dy, and apt to kindle; but it will not {0 
take or continue in groſfer materials 3 nor on the ſame © 
rinder, if it be grown more dep and wet ; Nor but that © 
the ſame 6ſt park of r ative grace received in Bap- (; 
tifme may continue in the ſoul, as only raked op in the © 
Embers of childiſh and common infirmities, but not * 
| wholly 


(15) 
af. wholly quenched or extinguiſhed by malicious actual ſins, 
ich which are (weftanties & deſolatoria) of 2a waſting and 
pa quenching nturezas much water is to a weak &clittle fire, |. 
ri- Bur 1a caſe it ſhould be quite put out, as to the com- | ng” $9: 
a :\ fort and vertue of the firſt baptiſmal grace, yet the relati- be aQual Fairh 
and vilible mark of Adoption by Baptiſme put upon an, 34 Bepen- 

re. infant a5 Gods ch11d by proteſſion, _ within the Colm 
on of the Church or flock of Chriſt, doth ill give it both | 
13.) means, capacity and aptitude, tor that actual renovation 
ke! by faith and repentance, beyond what can be had our 
nd! of che Church of Chriſt, and without which the Bp- 
| tiſmal paſſive regeneration,what ever it is, 45 to it its firſt 
tj. operation, will not ſuffice to ſuch a ſinners (alvation : 
n. As we ſee the ſame beams of the Su» will not burne 
by, when weak and fcattered, which united, preſently 
» | kindle fire in matter that is apt to burn : ſo may be the 
” ſeveral gardual operations of Gods grace proportiona- 
ir | ble tothe [ubjects co which they are applyed y as that 
... | beat will melt ſoft V Vax,which will aot ſti the bard. 
is It I may have leave to//»ſtrate theſe [piritual things 
vg | by things temporal, I conceive, that the Baptiſanal 
1; | grace and favour, whereof Infants are capable, and 
y; wherewith they are culy inveſted in that Sacrament, 
;. | leems to be proporcionable to that civil right whick an 
.r | Intant may have ig Law (etled upon it, as to any borer, 
k | filtation, eſtate, place or priviledge, either by doption,do- 
e #4ion,oynt pwrchaſe,or any other iwveftiture;unto which 
\t {ome Condition, by way of Fine, Acknowledgement, 
+ Change of Name, paying of Homage, is angexed z ia 
£ Order to aGtual pollefſion and enjoyment of ics probits3 
(as a taking of it up by way of Livery aad (cilin) when 
come to an age of uaderſtanding or ule ot realon,eicher 
- ar firſt years, or at any other time Curing the's lite, 4 

The 


(16) 

The Infant hath in Law a preſent right to that Fa- 
vour, Honour or eſtate even 1g its ignorance and infan- 
cy, which none can difleiſe it of ; and if it dyes in tha 
ſtate of infancy, it dyes with that Title, Honour, Gift 
or Priviledge aQtually added to its perſon and name : 
Ff itlive to years of reaſon, it hath a right ro, and ca 
pacity of, a&tual Owning, Demanding, Taking up, Pof- 


ſeſſing an1 injoying that eftate and honour upon rhe 


annexed Condition at any time performed by it ;eithe 
at its firſt underſtanding of its relation and right where: 
with it is inveſted ; or any time after in all its life, Per 
forming the Condition required : If it negleRs its pri- 
meve advantages, and never in all its life makes claim 
of its right, Eſtate and honour, nor performs | the 
Condition ; the failer is not by reaſon of any nuilicy 
in the firſt Right, Donation, Inveſticure, Adoption 
Purchaſe or Conveyance made by another to that per: 
fon in its infancy ; bar it is wholly *from his -own Fol- 
ly, Sottiſhnefle, meanneſle of Spirit, and other diver: 
10ns, which kept him now grown, from: conſidering, 
valuing, challenging and atluming his original right, 
and from performing at any time thoſe Conditions, for 
which he was naturally, civilly and morally enabled. 
In like manner Baptiſmal grace reſts upon Infants a 
a Chriſtian honour and mark of Gods love or favour in 
Chriſt, ſufficient for the Holineſs and happineſs of them 
if they dye in that ſtate, which is the next degree to in- 
nocency z as a cloathclean waſhed is near to that which 
was never ſtained : Burt if it live to aRual fins, it ſhall 
have no benefit of this Baptiſmal grace, untill ic per: 
forme the Evangelical Condition of aRual Faith and 
Repentance ; which are not required of Infants, but ot 
thoſe that are adult, in order to receive the right 0: 
re 
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(17) 
re-aſſume the actual. poſſeſſion of that priviledge which 
was in Baptiſme beſtowed uponit to be a child of God 
oy at firſt, afterward actually ; laying claim to its 
Original right, never wholly torteited or loſt till final im- 
petence. | 

I know there is difficulty and darkneſſe in this point of 
Baptiſmal grace, yet not ſo great as we need to == 
thole tormes of charitable and Evangelical expre 
ons in our Litwrgy,which are grounded upon the Scriptures, 
and that Covenant of grace in Chriſt, which as we are 
taught to believe, extends to Infants among Chriſtians 
and Diſciples, as much as it did to thoſe of the circumciſed 
Jews; who thereby no doubt, became the children of God 
and of the Promiſes, not onely by that Charater,and Sa- 
cramental figure of their Relation, but alſo by that effi- 
cacious grace which was proper, apt, and by the Lord in- 
tended for that Infant condition. 

But my deſignin this p'ece is not to diſpute the Con- 
troverſie, but to vindicate the Faith, Trath and Charity of 
thole Expreſſions in our Engliſh Liturgy, by which Mini- 


fters and others do declare the! belief ot regenerative graces 


effectually accompanying that holy Ordinance 1n Infants : 
For holy 8apti{me muſt rot be thought 4 Seale to a blanck, 
or 2 ſigne ſiemfying nothing, befides a viſible Profeſſion, 
and-Re!.tion, or the general verzty of rhe Goſpel, or the 
common Faith of the Church, without any particular grace 
conferred to the duely baptized,according to Guds ſecret di- 
ſpenſation and operation 5 which to cety, is to baffile the ſa- 
cred Majeſty and ſaving import of that Sacrament, and to 
abate znfinitely the comfort of the Church of Chriſty as well 
as the priviledges of Chriftians and their children duely 
baptized, and thereby wifibly initiated into the communion 
of the True Chutch ; yea, and inveſted inall chote Pr:- 
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The late in- 
creaſe of Ana- 
bapriſme by 
diſuſe of the 


Liturgy. 


And ſo of Po- 


pery- 


Why the Ro- Pope fo ſtritly forbad all Papiſts, in the time of Queea' 
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(18) | 
wiledges , both outward and inward, which are hereby 
a" ag to the Church of Chriſt above all Man- 

ind. | 

Toreturn therefore to my deſiz», which is to ſhew the 
great benefits and bleſsings which this, as all Churches have 
by a well compoſed and impoſed Zitmrgy, we find how 


Anabaptiſme hath ſtrangely increaſed in England ſince the | 


Liturgy was diſeſteemed and diſuſedz yea, and the Ro- 
miſh Intereſt is highly advanced too : 
this pablick and common Bark, no doubt that Sea 
will ſoon flow in among us z againſt which the Litwrey 
is a mighty and juſt Defence among all ſorts of people z 
which the Policy of Rome ſaw well enough, when the 


miſh party a*© Elizabeth, to uſe or hear our Litur 9 ; hence they were in 


ſuch enem.cs 
ro our Litur- 


Law called Recuſants : For, by the uſe of owr Liturgy, to 


ty, and for- which every good Chriſtian may (ay Amen, they would 


bidden to join 
with us in it. 


The enem;es 

ef the Church 
of England e- | 
n2mies to our JOYAT de 


Lirurgy. 


{oon have been buth weaned and turned from the Maſſe 3 
which is ſo far from giving the people Bread and Wines 
with the Body and Blowd of Chriſt, that at length it pro- 


For take away - 


— 


telleth to , give neither Bread nor YY:re to the Laity, or | 
any other, av \ hy to the expreſle Inſtitution of Chriſt, 
0 


and the Apoſtles following practice as well as judgement, 
r Cor, 10, and I Cor. 11. whichall the ancient Churches 
followed, as did the Church of England, in the ufe of both 
Bread and Y Vine, 
Itis moſt certain, that all parties who are moſt Enemies 
to the  9:apad Church of England, have made it their 
1 


der pretence ot I know not what new Modes, and extem- 
porary Abilities ; yea, it was a great Feſuitick Artifice and 
back blow uſed by ſome to averre ( though falſely ) 
that the Engliſh Liturey was nothing elſe but the Romiſh 

| Miſſal, 


gne tO deſpiſe, decry and deſtroy our Liturgy, un- 
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(19) 

Miſſal, or Maſſe-book, turned into Engliſh : *'Tis true 
ſome things ( very Scriptural, devout and excellent, x-g1:@ 1. 
which the Roman Miſſal had taken and retained afrer wy far c- 
the forme of the ancient Liturgy of the Charch) were "ju om 
ſevered and taken as wheat from chaff, and jewels from book 
dreſſe, by our wiſe Reformers, and preſerved in the Eng- 
liſh Liturgy conforme to pious and unſpotted Antiqui- 
ty : But —_— the Romiſh corruption in Dottrine , or 
Superſtition in Devotion, was retained in onr Engliſh Li- 
turgy s Which took nothing either of our DofFrine out 
of it but what was firſt in the Scriptures, nor ought of 
devotional expreſsions but what were either uſed in the 
ancient Litwrgies, or were agreeable to the true Faith, 
and nature of the duty : No, nor did the Church of 
England retain any ceremonies, as the Croſſe, Sarplice, 
Standing up at the Creed, or Kneeling at the Lords Supper, 
but what were above a thouſand years old , and moſt in 
uſe when the Church knew nothing of Papal Uſurpation, 
or of Romiſh Superſtition z as is evident in the Hiſtories, 
Councils and Fathers of the firſt 608, years; and being 
things in their nature indifferent, were for their decent 
and devout uſe left by Gods general Commiſſion to 
the liberty, judgment and anthority of this, as any other 
Church, within its own polity and communion to uſe 
and inpoſe. | 

As for the real and uſeful gifts of learned and difercer OM nilters 
Miniſters iv. Prayer, (as to Invention, Jadgment, Me- CO os 
mory and Expretion) as I do very much eſteem them | 
when uſed with humility, gravity, diſcretion, devotion 
and ſincerity ; (nor doth His Sacred Majeſty deny any Mi- 
niſters ſuch an «ſe of them as may be advantagrons to 
Religion and the peoples ſouls good) according to 
thoſe many particular occaſrons and 1mſtances which no 

2 Liturey 
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'Þ (20) 

Al. Liturgy can particularly reach ; ſo T never ſaw cauſe to 
admire beyond or to compare thoſe mens gifts in pray- 

er with the Liturgy, who had moſt of a boaſting confi- 

dence, even to an y—_— of them ; and though they 

had moſt cauſe to diſpiſe and neg/e# the uſe of the Eneliſh 


dions way of {ome mens devotion is rather to be pitied , 
then envied, imitated, or applauded ; for in eargeſt, I 
Some Minj- Very much doubt of ſome means uſing the very formall 


} ters omir the and moſt eflſentiall words of conſecration in either Sacra» 
| 'q very effential 

forms of Ds. - , 
| | Conſecration- the autoritative and commiſſonating words of Mini- 


feerial Ordination in making Miniſters, viz, Receive the 


Holy. Ghoſt, &c. ) Now 'tis certain, as all forms of 
t words are not ſufficient in Law to convey a right or 
ate, (0 nor all words in Scripture are ſufficient to con- 


proper forms of Writs and Deeds, by Law fitted to the 


| 4 deſienes and uſes z ſo in holy duties he that ſhall read the 

| | Goſpel of Chrifts feeding thouſands by Miracles, or of the 

| creple lying at the pool of Betheſda, doth not do the ot- 

fice, or ule words, proper and efficacious to either Sacra- 

# i ment, nor was any holy office of the Church anciently 

thought complete without the Lords prayer, unleſs in ex- 

f treme ſtraits of time, and imminent death, where ſome 

1 | were baptiſed in haſte z yet many never uſed this in either 
'a't. Sacrament of later times in England. 


$! The ftrange Yea I have known ſtrange expreſhons of ſome Mini- 
| words uſed by 


| .:s,. RerSeven inthele very RR and the diſtribati- 
| ſome in 5 : a - 
craments, ans of the elements which they have uſed. As to give 


W it to oney in one form ; to another, ina ſecond ; and ſo 
to 


Liturgy, which was and is far more complete in all parts | 
then any one Miniſter eafily attaines unto by his own ' 
abilities, I am ſure the wild, confuſed, roving, and re» 


ment, (as many Presbyterians they ſay have omitted | 


) 4 
; ecrate the Sacraments or ordain Miniſters : There are 


co 
th 
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| (21) 
> troaftetaneedlefs copia or wariety of expreflions, when 
the duty and thing is the ſame: yea, I knew one Mini- 
*  ſter, (and he no ſmall one in the vulgar efteem,) would 
Y | add to his delivery of the elements, ſuch moſt uncha- 
Þ | ritable Sarcaſmes as 77 z Here, dareſt thou take it ! To 
S | another, Take this and love Chriſt Miniſters bitter 5 So to 
l ' a third, Here take it and leave your lying ; To a fourth, 
* Take heedthe divil enter not into thee, and the like : 
» | Good God ! are theſe fit decoys of mens private paſ- 
I fions and fancies, to win Common- _ ro the Sacrament, 
4 4nd tobreed in them a reverentiall Honour of Holy things? 
* | Yea doubtleſs they have been a great means to blanch 
i | and ſcare away all forts of men and women trom them , 
" | andto make them (o indifferent and irreverent, that 
© they have not onely a lothnets to, but a /orhing of ſuch 
f | uncomely, art leaſt if they be not profane performances : 
C | Hence as ſome Miniſters would adminiſter no Sacrament 
* | of the Lords Supper for many m__ rogether, ſo nor 
e | did the people defire they ſhould in ſuch #ncoath and 
- ſtrange ways. 
- Take it at beft, the leaving Religion in this Church to Miniters pri- 
e Miniſters perſonall abilities and private formes, al- vas abilities 
- thonghthey were tolerable inall of thew ; (which is not fant nut” 
- . to be hoped, for the many poor Livings in England, will want of the 
/ not keep other then poor - Miniſters, I mean for parts Euray: 
- and abilities) yea if their abilities were commendable, as 
e private Orators , yet, as pablick diſpenſers of holy myſte- 
r ries, becomming the order and honowr of the Church of 
Chriſt, none ot their Flay can ceunteryaile the 
damage of Religion, and the dangers of err9rs, wnckars- 
tableneſs, fattion, and indecency ; it upon this 2p" 4 
tuous account, the publick wraty ſhould be laid aſide, 
and the way of publick worſhip left indifferent and tree 
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to all thoſe who(in earrieſt)have moſt need of ſome boun- | Gos 


daries ſet to themznot hereby to ſtint the ſpirit of prayer as 
ſome fear, (which conſiſts in a judicious, humble, Cdn. 
fiduciary and fervent aſſent to what is prayed agreeable to 
Gods Word,of which hearers as well as (peakers,and peo- 


Ch 


our 


mai 


le as well as Miniſters are capable, }but wiſely to order and | and 


wvate ſpirits,which are many times as w#devont as indilcreer, 
O' # diſcreer be ſerious and ſpeedy review of the Engliſh Liturgy, 


1eview of 


miſed by His Majeſty in his late Declaration ) as it can be 
of no more incenvenience then a New Tranſlation of the 


fimir the proſuſeneſs,confuſions and ſiraglings of Miniſters pri- | an 


wo! 


: yea 
red 


—_ the (much deſired by ſome, and not much oppoſed by others | 


that are learned and ſober men, which is alſo gracionſly pro- and 


full 


Bible was, if it be to the better; ſo I hope it may be of | fer- 
good uſe tor the explaining of ſome words and phraſes in it, ty 3 


which are now much antiquated, obſcure, and out of vul- | - 


gar underſtanding ; which is no newes after 100, years, in 
which Language as all things under Heaven ſuffer ſome 
change : Alſo it may ſerve for the quickning and improve- 
ing of ſome paſſages which ſeem leſle devotional and em- 
phatick chan they may eaſily be made ; alſo for the ſup- 


plying of ſome things in point of dayly praiſe and thankſ- for 


giving to God , which duty ſeems lefſe full and expliczte 
in the Liturgy z for the frequent Doxology , of Glory to 
Father, Sow and holy Ghoſt, as it is ancient, very excellenc 
and Angelical, ſo it might well bear ſome larger Expreſ- 
ſions of praiſe and thanks to God, whereby to ſet torth 
the grounds, cauſes, and juft ſenſe we have to give all glory, 
owe) 1... walk and thanks to the Eternal God and the ever-blefſed 
Gon and addi. T rinity, for his infigite and undeſerved mercies dayly 


tions no dimi- beſtowed upon ſuch unworthy ſinners, for this Life and a 


nution or re- 
Eos better. 


Licur2y, This work once well and wiſely done, & it may, by 
| | Gods 


anc 
the 


It, 
ma 


ruc 


the 


(23) 

n- Gods bleſſing, much tend to the ſatisfatFion of all ſober 
as Chriſtians, ſo it will not be any thing to the reproach of 

, our Charch, and of the Zitwrey in the former plainer wayes 
to. of Worſhip, as either defedFive or incomplete for the 
Q- . main, which they in no ſort were ; but very ſober, good 
id | and ſufficient, as to neceſsity ; only as one day reacherh 
j- | another, ſo there may he (as in all outward forms of divine 
t, worſhip ) both harmeleſs additions, and innocent wariatiops, 
y, yea and ſometimes inoffenlive defalcations of ſome 
rs  redundances, according as men and times, and words, 
9- | and manners. and cuſtomes may vaty. 
©, Therefore as in leſſer things I can humbly and cheer- No rude or 
e þfully conſentto fuch pious, prudent and improving «l- nga 
f | rerations of the Liturgy as ſhall ſeem meet to the pje- made inthe 
;, ty and Wiſdome of His Majeſty, ( whereto all mens piery "7: 
|. | and prudence, in private and publick capacities, ought to 
n | be ſervient; ) ſo my judgment is, that the Litwrey of 

e | the Charch of England, as to the main and efſentialls of 

= \it, in DotFrine , devotion , conſecration and celebration , for 

- | matter, order and method, may in no cale be maimed, 

rudely change, or odly deformed; tor it was very con- 
form to the Word of God, and fitted to the nature of 

the ſeveral duties, as may ealily be made appeer by 

putting to all the Book of the Common prayer, in the 

margin , thoſe parallel places of Scripture , which ei- 

ther for Words or ſenſe are very conſonant to it 3 which The Licurgy 
work i eaſy to be done, and prepared by me, it ic may be $0 
thought uſetull and acceptable, tor God forbid we 

ſhould be commanded to ſay Amen in any part of the -pab- 

lick ſervice of God, to which the Word of God doth 

not encouraze #5 in taich, and fo God himlelt and his 

Spirit (ay Amer with as tor the Word and Spirit muſt go 
; together in all our devorions. 
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ObjeRion a- 
vainſt che firſt 
ſentence in 
the Litur.y 
as fall; crce, 


Anſwer, 


(24) 

This endevour to fortifie the Litwrey by allegation of 
Scriptural ſtrength and conſent, will not onely ſatisfie the 
conkinens of all that are ſcrupulous upon chat account, 
but alſo ſtop the wouthes of thole evil ſpeakers, and confute 
the intolerable confidence, yea impudence of ſome, who ot' 
late (as I know one Miniſter ) and heretofore have blaſ- 
phemed the Liturey and the honour of the Church of Eng- 
land, as if it began its publick Devotions with a lye ; (for 10 
theſe inpudent or ignorant men Care to ſpeak) alledg 
ing» That becauſe to firſt ſentence in the Book of Common 
Prayer, is not word tor word 1a that place of Z=c&:el which 
1SCited in the Margin, Ezekzel 18, 21, 22, Ergo, It 15 4 
lye. | | 
F 'Tis very true; all the words of that Sentence are not 
in that place cited in the Margi», nor could the Compor 
ſers be lo blinde as not to ſee the Yerbal difference betwee 
cthemznor did they cite that place in the higured Margin 
ſhew the literal ſamencſſe of the words, but the Evangeli 
cal ſounaneſſe of that ſexſe, which is more fully united, and 
comprehenlively ſer down in the Book of Common Prayer 
than in that one or two Yerſes there cited in the Margin 


to which they reter the Reader and believer ot thote wordss 
which are great Evangelical Truths, clear both in Old and} 


New Teſtament, and confirmed by the joynt ſuffrage 0 
many Scriptures ;, not to be denyed by any ſober Chriſts 
an, nor to be abuſed by any preſumpruous finners, wh 


rarning that Grace into wantonnefle which God offers 
and the Church declares, to draw men to repentance b 
the Cords of Divine Love: ) referring I ſay, not only to 
thole ſingle Yerſes ſane in the Margin, but to 0s 


dayly harden their hearts by deterring their Got fees 


thers both in that ſame Chapter, and elſewhere tully 
to that ſenſe, as Verſe 27, 28, 30, ZI, 32. 99 Ezckiel 


33.11, 


t (25) 
f . 3311, ſo 1ſaiah 1,16,17, 18. andin many other parallel 
& Places, as Ads 3.19. promiſing free and full pardon of 
ſins paſt, to thoſe that fully repent of their ſons trom the 
z bottom, that is, with fincere and upright hearts, having 
+ noreſerve of fin under any pleaſure or power, which is 
c inconſiſtent with true repentance and ſure pardon, 
al Is this to be called a lye which is the reſult of ſo ma- = _ 
Q _ hy Evangelical Scriptures? or, 1s it new to find in the --=:-0xJung 
4 New Teſtament places cited out of the Old not word for gainſt the Li- 
's word, but tothe ſenſe, ſcope and ſwmmary of one or two 5! 
hy wnited together ? as Heb, 10, 5, & 6. cited out of Pſalm 
2 40-6,7,8, let theſe ſupercritical cenſors compare the 
words : a like allegation or reference is made, yea, by 
21 Name cited out of Feremi«h, as ſpoken by him, Mat. 27. 
04 9 and fulfilled, when the place is not verbatim to be 
-n Found in Feremiah, but moſt in' Zach. 11, 12,13. and 
rol little in Fer, x. 8, ſave onely the hiſtorical mention of the 
1; Potter, and the parabolical applying of his work to the 
id) Jews 3 ſo that Mas, 2. 23. of being foretold by the Pro- 
x Pphets that Jeſus ſhould be called a Nazarene, which is 
+ notlicerally read in any of them, yer colleQively is in 
153 them, as Chriſt is called Netzey, Iſai. 53, 2, or as he was 
ad} typified in Sampſon the Nazarite, or ſacred to God. 
p Theſe and many like places well conſidered (upon 
2; which no brand of lye or falſity may be fixed) though 
hd they donot literally and ſyllabically agree with the quo- 
-e, ation, (bur are verified either in a partial or concurrent 
rs) ſenſe) may fafficiently juſtifie that place inthe firſt frone 

| ofthe Liturey,to be no lye but a Divine Scriptural Truth: 
to 2nd may ſufficiently ſhame the popular petulancy of thoſe 
o-. Miniſters who dare caſt ſuch high reproches upon the L#- 
lly, 1g) and the whole Church, upon ſo true grownds or 
42], merits arall; which is ſo vile a raſhneſs in men, pre- 
Th E tenders 
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(26) 


tenders to Learning and SanRity, as is infinitely to the A) 


diſgrace of their perſons and profeſſion, ſo to abuſe the 
common people, and maintain faQtion,by calling gocd 
evil; and branding Gods Truth with che Devils mark of a 
Lye. | 

" then the preſent Liturgy cannot iuſtly be exauto- 
rated and aboliſh:4 without infinite inconveniencics and 
miſchiefs, ſo nor may it, as I (aid before , (and again 
cautiouſly repeat) be rudely changed, as to the main, 
beyond any want thact really is in 15s matter or forme, 
which are holy and comely z which would bz an over- 
pragmatick boldneſs ; much to the reproch as of all times 
and duties paſt, ſo to the great diſ[at#fa#ion of the 
preſent Age; in which many, yea, moſt judicious and' 
teddy Chriſtians do highly delire, juſtly Joy love 


and devoutly uſe the Liturgy, as 2 very excellent publick 
form of judicious, bumble, holy, united a 
Devotion. 


I am ſure weall need it as to our common relations | 
and publick devotions; and truly thoſe commonly } 


| 


moſt need it, whoare moſt i#conſiderately eager to be 
rid ofitz ſome alledging, If nothing elſe, yer the great 


Ofthe length dength and burthen of it, 1t all parts muſt be uſed by each 


«t their £> faungle Miniſter in one Lords Day , beſides other duties / 


: 
: 
' 


For Anſwer to this : Truly I never knew any ſuch * 


of prayive, preaching and chatechiſing expected from 
him; to all which a man aged or infirme will hardly be 
ſ\ufficient. 


rigor or exattion uſed toward any Miniſter , that did ſo- 


pathetick . 


berly and ingenuouſly ſhew his conformity co the uſe of | 


the Liturgy, as occalion required, and as his ſtrength or 
time would fairly bear 3 but ro crowd all, or moſt of it, 


quite out of the Church, onely to make way for the . 


pomp {| 


bo 
—— 


- 
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K\ (27) ; 
pomp and oftentation of mens private gifts, this is not 
to obey, but to baffle and affront the authority of Church 
and State, by a moſt prepoſterous pride and diſobedi- 
ence : Therefore there might be an appointment of 

+ ſome parts which ſhall-never be omitted, others appoin- 

' tedon ſome days and occaſions; only in the Sacramen- 

ral forms all Miniſters ſhould be commanded tg uſe them 

! | wholly andſolely; 

; This is in Reaſon and Religion, in Order and Church- 
polity evident z that private Miniſters prayers, ſhould 
not be as great trees over-dropping ths Church Literey 
but only as ſmall grafts or little inocculation added to it, 
and growing medeſftly with it, as the main ſtandard, teſt 
and meaſure of pablick dewotions, upon the unity and 


5's wit fr, ſecled by due «wthority,and preſer- 
S 


Sod woe. oo tea ures . 


ved with efficacy, depends the peace and wnity of this 
Church rare z aS much as the houſe did on its pil- 
lars,which Sampſon pulled down, Nor doth any Miniſter 
upon due examination, if he pray ſoberly and judiciouſly, 
add any thing in his particular forms, which is not for the 
main and general parallel fore-compriſed in the Liturgy. 

There is no outward conſervation of Eccleſiaſtical rye yexce of 
; andCivil peace , comparable to that of exited Religiong Church and 
| whoſeorb: or ſphear is erue Dodtrine, its center holy De- wrongs Ya q 
wotion,and its circumference good Government, or Auto- Liurgy, 
ricative order and polity. The one is beſt ſer forth in a few 
clear Articles; the otherin a conſtant Litwrey, and the 
laſt in Catholick Epiſcopacy; all muſt be conform to 
the word of God for the main, contrary co which no- 
thing is to be believed, prayed or obeyed,ia the Church of 
Chriſt. The Cirurgy 
; Our Dodtine (bleſſed be God) as a Chriſtian and 354v2t'tle, 
| Retormed Church is nor much thaken, or can be juſtly nitkops ».ch- 
E 2 ci\puted we authority, 


1 
! 


(38) | 


diſpated by men of any worth z for it is Scriprnrall, pri- 1} trie 

: gre; 
can be happy to adde, and enjoy that of a» uniform Litur= | 
gy3 and to joyn to both for their preſervation-a letled * 


mitive and Catholick ; it to this union of Dotrine we 


Church Government, by learned, pious,taduſtrious,and au- 


thoritative Biſhops,aſſiſted with grave, humble, and choiſe - 


Presbyters,nothing will be wanting (by Go!!s bleſſing) ro 
England; happineſs,cr the honour of his Majeſties moſt wel- 


come perſon and government z whoſe wiſdom (doubr- 


leſle) neyer intends either to exantorale the Liturgy, by 
leaving all to Liberty,or to Enervate Fpiſcopacy, by ſend- 
ing Biſhops to govern without any juriſdiction (or coer- 
c've authority )either Spiritual or Ecclefiaſtical ; which is 
indeed to make both King and Biſhop deſfiſed. 
ſhe fame 1.;i- Addto all thisz How, not only comely, and conwvent- 
rwgy unites ef, bur even neceſlary itis, in order to Pablick prace , 
Kingand that people of all ſorts, ſhould be thus #nitedyas to each 


people. 


to their King or Prince and chief governour, that, as 


they have the honour of: one God and Saviour, ſo they 


may have the comfort to enjoy the ſame Sacraments and 
holy myſterics,in the ſame method, manner, form and words, 
without any envy or offence, cavill or contention, cenſure 
or wncharitableneſſe, emulation or jealouſic againſt each 0- 
ther. ALE: | 
| Yea, Coubtleſs SubjeRs cannot be fo tite 2nd firm, or 
[ oyrity de . 
»-nd. mach CO zealous 2nd forward,or ſo chearful and conſtant in their 
en the 12me- Loyalty, love and duty to their Soveraigns, if they either 
rdrboirs 3 think themſelves commanded to ſerve God ina worſe 
kligion on Way .then their Princes uſe z or, that their Soveraign 


the fam* !.>- and Prince ſerve God worſe and lefle acceprably then 
(gy. 


other in their publick Liturgies and devotions, ſo chiefly | 


themſelves ; certainly the greateſt honour, love and (afe- |; 
ty of Kings is from the ſameneſle of true Religion with | 


wP 
a 


1 


their 
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E] 

\ trieir SubjeRs as to the main, though Princes may uſe 

\ greater pomp and ſolemnity in the publick worſhip, 

* From this ſeed of Schiſme or Serpents teeth of di- Jea'oufics and 
; viſion in Devotion (and ſo in Religion) ariſe the armed men O's viſe 

| and minds of Civill Wars ; of, both which the good peo- te ie Neth. 
ple of England, ctuelly ſore and circumciſed, are now 891 »ni De- 
equally weary, fick and aſhamed: Infinitely blefing the 
eternall God for his mirarulous mercies, in redeeming us 

from the later, by the moſt happy Reſkanration of our 

gracious King ; and paſSronately praying , yea hoping , 

tor the other deliverance of this Church from being 

any longer ſawn in ſunder, with fatFions in Religion and 

divided Cdeyotions, by the excellent wiſdom, conde- 

ſcention, and m#deration of the King z who, as a com- 

mon Father, is of all men inthe world, the fitteſt ro 

make us all asBrethren friends, by his naturall gegtle- 

neſſe, Chriſt charity, and Princely clemency ; ſeconded 

with Kingly Majeſty, juſt Empire and vigorous auchori- 

k Li * 

"= if His Majeſty truſt roo much to peoples good Authoricy 
matures, itis moſt certain they will-never agree, bur 71 ©<0d 
onely in this, to deſtroy each other , and ar lengeh heir .; rope. 
King, the whole Church, and their own ſouls ; neither 
Religion-muſt be arbitrary, nor government precarious, 

As is apparent in the late #nordinate zealotries, and deſpe- 

rate frolicks of Religion ; which under pretence of ſome 

mens various and vertiginous Reformations, contrary to 

our laws,no leſſe then againſt che will, command and con- 

ſcience of the King, run themſelves with chis famous and 

| foriſhing Church aad Kingdomes into moſt miſerable 
confuſfions z yea and expoſed the late incomparable 

King, to thoſe infinite Tragedies, which only Gods grace 

'and his ewn Chriſtian Hereick conſtancy to our Laws 
| and 


(30) } ar 
2nd Religion could turn to, and crown (as they did) with #4 
the honour of Chriſtian MartyrCom, for the truth of Je- li 
ſus; ſetled in the doctrine, devotion and diſcipline of 
the Reformed Church of England. And we ſee this 4 
piece of policy was early uſed by ſome Jeſuitick en- © 
gines to foment our ſad diviſions, the Litwrgy muſt be E 


laid aſide, and people taught to difter from, to be jea- £" 


The Aurhors 
invffenſiive de- 
ſigne for pub- 
lick good. 


lous of, yea to deſpiſe the devotion of their Prince fu 
(which is the flower, ſpiric, and quinteſcence of Religi 
On.) | | | 
For the preventing of which 1liades of miſeries i 
Church and State for the future, (which ſome. me 
tongues and pens of late did nt ebſcurely threaten,) 1 hay 
as much as tn me lies adventured thus freely to expreſ; 
my humbl: ſenie in this great concern,toran eſtabliſhmen 
of an uniform Liturgy, now under his Majeſties and hi 
Loyal Houſes of Parliaments conſideration. | 
Not bur that it may be I might as eafily diſeaſe wit 
the want of 4 Liturgy, (in reſpe& of what is counted 
ſome the gift of prayer, )as moſt of thoſe, who ſo gloriew 
contemn this and all other ſer forms of publick devetions 
yet in reference to the publick intereſts of this Church an 
State, of my moſt dread and indeared Soveraign, and 
my Country-men, alfo of our Religion, as Chriſtian an 
Keformed, 1 do in all bumble and conſcientious freedo 
declare my judgment, as highly approving, yea and ad 
miring ({ince I lately peruſed it moſt ſeriouſly the piety, 
prucence, compleatneſs and aptitude, (tor the main) © 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, as the beſt, ot any © 
ancient or modern, that ever I ſaw and I think] have Gl 
ſeen the moſt, and beſt of them; Some modeſt 2nd cif. Þ9 
creet alterations in ſome words and expreſſions, with! 
tome ſmall additions, may ſoontender it moſt compleat 


and 


la. / | (31) 
| and polite, both for matter and forme, yea, and ſatis- 
th -= "4 to all ſober Proteſtants and to true Catho- 
@. licks, 
But I can never coxnſel or conſent, in conſcience or pru- 
lis dence, in piety, loyalty or charity, either rudely to inno- 
n- v4te, or totally to abrogate the Liturgy of the Church of 
be Evgland, and as little to leave it tree and arbitrary ro 
ad oY Miniſter, whether he will vouchſafe to uſe it or re- 
-s | TUE If, 
of For, firſt, 1 ſhall never live to ſee any thing ſet up The !.inr2y 
; comparable to the former Liturgy, if this be once nulled *'* *9.v* I<fe 
in. and deſtroyed : and ifafrer its being reviewed it be not by wwe 1odly 
Law "t-eftabliſhed and awthoritatively enjoyned, but every 
one is left to ramble as they pleaſe, I never hope to ſee 
Truth or Peace ferled in the Church of England, which 
had nothing in it of greater {mprovement , ornament or 
muniment to the Chriſtian and reformed Religion, than 
this excellent Liturgy was. 
Which I hope and believe Hs Sacred Majeity, asa 
reat and conſtant Defender of the true Faith, will main- 
tain and eſtabliſh with no leſs Chriſtian care and Kinely 
Authority, than His Royal Anceſtors, King ChHarLss, 
King JamEs, Queen EL1ZABETH and King EowarD 
didz for in this both His Majeſties and His Kingdomes 
weltare,as well as the Churches, is bound up. 
2 Nothing will be conſiderable in England tor publick The Licu 8; 2 
aq. Piety , Honour , Order, Beauty and Solemnicy, much Ricar gory 
ty, leſs for Charity and Peace, if in this poinc of publick ©... 
0 Devotion and Worſhip, Miniſters and People be lett co 5care, ro King 
any eternal weriations and mutual vexations : Farewell the —_ 
ave Glory, Charity, Unity and Satety of England, farewell 
:;(, both Reformation and crue Religion. 
-:ry Other Objections or ſcruples, which ſome ſober _ 
make, 


leat 
and 


wik I%*.; 4 Ow 


| (32) A 
4 Changes, make, are eaſily either ſatisfied or charitably ſmothered ," . n 
1' the Verrer in NOF may things of publick conſent and legel conftitation be = 
*t/ ſwnall marrers Every day ſhaken or altered by every mans ſupercritical 4 
muſt not be. courjoſity and nerdleſſe jowep! things that are ſafe and it 


afily admit- | 
eaſily admir ion and defence of what is true and tt 


Y ® 


ted. ſetled in the circumrwoal 
good, are not every day to be put upon the tenters of C: 
new mutations, in order to mend or better their condi- fu 
tion 5 or under an ambition of aſþiring to the Acropolis or- V 
pinacle and hetght of what by ſome is thought abſolute- 1 
ly beſt in its kindz many times,as St. Auguſtine obſerves, T 
the novelty in thele things doth not compenſate 1d am th 
dal, difficulty anggrouble of attaining it ; much leſs of one- # 
ly «yming at it with fruitleſs effaies of mendings, which P 
leave all things worſe then they found them. 

Our firſt, pros and wiſe Reformers, and the beſt Parla- fp 
ments of England ſince that time, withthe people of 
all ſores herecofore, juſtly thought it an bieh deeree of | #" 
happineſle, to haye by che —_ Authority ſach an| *Þ 
excellent Liturgy ſer up in our Engliſh Tongue, end eſta-| he 
bliſhed as it hath been by many Statutes or Lawes in *' 
Parlament, never yet repealed : Now. weakneſſe and 29 
wantonneſſe, it not wickedneſſe, are prone to betray men ch 
to ſuch ingratitude coward Godand the King, that they 8" 
delight with much proud ſqueamr(bneſ and nauſeous coy- ful 
neſs to loath and rejett this Liturgy, as the wanton Fews 4 
did their- Quails and Manna : Truly they have cayle to 
fear leſt leanneſs enter into their ſouls, after ſach ful- 
neſſe, and conſumption tollow their ſurfeits in Religi- he 


ON» 
The want and 89 Ap exfie ſpirit of Propheſie (which is no other than Ct 


cone mpr of 


the Licwwgy prodential) will ſerve to foreſee and forerell, that the the 
will b:t:ay want, much more the contempt, of ſo excellent and uſe- the 


wo —_ 1n4 {#8 4 Litwrgy will betray the Church and Nation to ig- the 
| ſuverſt.cion, norance | 


ng 
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' ' norance and prophaneneſs, beſides infinite fa&7ions, di- 
viſions and confuſions ; the beſt that can be expcRed is a 
devout kind of Super ftition or ſuperſtitions devotion ; that 
inſtead of the Englyh Lizrgy, which men ſo ſo ingrate- 
tally, petulantly and unjuſtly quarrel at, becauſe they 
can underſtand it , they (hall be ar laſt conteated with 
ſuch a Latine torme of Devotion in a ſtrange Tongue , 
which they will leſs cav:{ art, and more admire when 
they leaſt uncerſtand*it: 'Tis almoſt a Demonſtration , 
That the darkneſs of Popery will tollow the abſence of 
that clear {zht of true reformed Religion which ſhines 
. inthe Engliſh Liturgy, moſt agreeable to Scriprure and 
1 Pureſt Antiquity. 

The Book of Common Prayer, as I have of late (by Th innocen- | 
- fpecial Command) moſt diligently peruſed, td obſerve >. oh 
f wherein ſober review might be moſt to irs cleariag and 
f #mprovement, as to ſome words and expreſſions ; ſo upon 
a. {his ſerious peruſal I muſt profeſs (as Plate did when 
\. | he had examined our bleſſed Saviour, and as Felix of 
n St- Fas!) that] find no fault init worthy of death, no 
d nor of ſtripes or bonds, or any reproches and hard ipee- 
n Ches, or evil ſurmiſes :, much leſs are thoſe ma and 
y great things true, which ſome popular Orators, as Ter- 
' tullus, vehemently objeFF againſt ir, either as to matter or 
ys manner, | : 
ro | cannot but commend the candor, juſtice 2nd inge- 
1-. Pwity of Mr. Baxter, why lately proteſſed ro me, that 
i. he ſaw nothing in the L:twrey which might got well bear 
' a good conſtruftion, it men !ooked upon ir as_became....... = 
in Chriſtians wich eyes ot charity *f{or do T doubt bur on, 
ne (he faichtull people of the Chu-c4 of England have ſince 
e. the Retormation ſerved God acceptably ary and nicht, in 
o. {he ſolems, devour and holy uſe of the LZitsrey, which 

| | F | 


ce _ 


Of Reſponds, 


(34) 


in many places, where were (mall maintenance and ſo , 


but weak Miniſters, was the chiefeſt part of the provi- 
fion which poor people had for their ſouls : Nor can | be- 
lieve but that the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, if living, and 
the other holy Apoſtles would have joyned with ic and 
ſaid Amen, rejoycing to ſee the ſoundneſſe of our faith , 
the ſan&ity of Sacraments, the wnity ot Devotion, the 
order and decency of holy duties, carryed on with that 


Spirit and underſtanding, which beſt agrees to the word of ' 


od, the honour alſo and harmony ot Chriſtian congre- 
gations in the worſhip of God. 

To which I find thoſe devout alternations and reſponds 
ſometimes uſed by the people, eſpecially in the Liturgy 
(as the ecchoes of humble,intent,and fervent affeRions,) 
are ſo faffrom being any hinderance, inconvenience or 
uncomlineſs,when people are perfeR in chem, that to me 
they ſeem in the moſt ample and judicious 4uditories, (a- 


mong whom none exceeds that of the two honorable Tem- | 
ples )to be very quick excitations and elevations of Mini- | 
fters and peoples ſpirits inprayer, and harmonious tokens of * 


that mutual correſpondency in holy duties, which ought to 
be b@ween Miniſter and people, when the work is car- 
ryed on(as it ought to be) gravely, decently and devoutly, 
not in a huddling and perfuntfory way ; whereof not 
onely ſome ole but many Miniſters ſeem very guilty, 
inthe formall ule of the Liturgy z when their lips move 


u 
apace, but their hearts not at all , they ſpeak with 
their tongues in a twmultuary and poſting way z but ad- 
mit no ſuch bumble and fervent impreſs19ns on their ſouls, 
as becomes the Majeſty of God, the excellent matter of 
that Liturgy, and the miſeries or wants of their own 
ſouls, with the humble ſenſe they ought to have of 
them, 

I know 
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I know ſome (alſo) have been more at diſcord with 
the Liturgy, becauſe they findin Cathedrals and other 
great Churches the uſe of Muſick, both wocall and orga- 
nicall, hath been applyed to ſome parts of itz which 
certainly is as lawful as any meeter, pſalmody, hymmnology , 
or ſinging to tunes; which was never queſtioned 7 lear- 
ned and godly men for lawfull, in the worſhip of God 
publick or private, eſpecially that of praiſing and giving 
of thanks. Nay there is no (cruple , but that, even in 
prayer, and the deepeſt notes of that, (viz. penitentialls) 
both Muſick of voice and inſtruments ne 1 lo grave- 
ly and ſolemnly applyed, as may very much fic the tem- 
per of mens ſpirits, and the ſpirit of that duty ; when 
either ſad and ſolemne with. grief, or chearfull and ex- 
«lted with joy. Who doubts, but David and the whole 
Church of the Fews ſerved God in ſpirit and tratb, amidſt 
thoſe joyful and harmoniows noiſes, they uſed with fin- 


ger and muſical inſtruments * The gift and uſe of -Ms- 


fick is ſo ſweet , ſo Angelicall, fo heaventy,and divine, 
that it is piry God ſhould not have the glory and honour 
of it in his ſervice, and the Church an holy comfortable 
vſe of ity thar ſuch an oriex? pearl may not be uſed one- 
ly in civill conventions, or abuſed in wanton carols and 
vain effuſions, whichis to puta Jewel in a Swines ſnost ; 
certainly the Chriſtian Church hath more cauſe to re- 
joyce then the Jews had, and we. ſee the Angels ar 
Chriſts nativity began the Church Muſick with their 
heavenly Quite. 


Of Mufret 


uſcd with rhe 


Engliſh Li- 
w'gy. 


'Tis true, (poſſibly) there may be ſome diſcreet ye- Some diſcrere 


; 4 . regulations in 
gulations and emendations, even in our Church Muſick ; ſo E001 


as not to ſing, eicher the Creeds, or Commandements, as ſick, 


not the Leſſons, or thoſe parts of the Liturgy, which are 
moſt plain, dotirinall , and fandamentall, (which oaghe 
F2 ro 


% 
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"to be fitted to the meaneſt auditors ears and wnderfayd- ht 
ing z ) conſidering, that in the payſes or intervalls of de 
the leſſons, and in the cloſe of Divine Servicez the m 
Pſalms and Hymns, or holy and devout Anthems may be te 
very aptly uſedz not only as read, or plainly ſung, but C/ 
as adyanced with excellent Muſick ;, ſo as may ſome- an 
time ſuit with and regulate the common peoples tunes | | 
and finging ; other while, it may be elevated ro thoſe S$, 
rferons of Skill, which are worthy of the beſt Quires, fer 
and thoſe chief ſingers, or Maſters of Symphony , which fx 
were and ſtill are in the Church of *»zgland; it was one- (x: 
ly fit for thoſe mens rudeneſs to abandon Church Mu- &f 
fk, who intended to fill all things with the alarums of 
war, and crys of confuſion. | 
The laſt ſhock of popular envy and diſllcaſure, which jn 
Of Cerem*-" the innocent and excelent Ziiwrgy of England was won» pu 
ihe Engliſh ted to bear, was for thole tew Ceremonies which the 3» 
Lirugy. —wifdome of this Church thought fic, (being ey agci- | St; 
ent and inwocent,) to retain and fix as ſienall markes of | fait 
faith, or humility, or purity, or courage, and conſtancy , up- wat 
on ſome parts ot the worſhip and ſervice of Chriſt, For «es. 
theſe ceremonies ſake the Liturgy fared the worſe; yet ner 
| have known many grave and learned men, very reve- oro 
rently and conſtantly uſe the Liturgy , who f dave rab 
[ at ſome orall of the ceremonies; which yer in cimethey faſ 
erew reconciled anto and uled, not as any Sacramentall gur 
lignes conferring any grace, (which the Church of Eng- Ch 
land never dreamed of, and oft declared againſtz as con 
4 | that which could not be , but where there is a word of fter 
God inſtitaing 2 duty and promiſiag grace,) but meerly « 
f | 2s viſible takens or memorials, apt by a (enlible ſigne to ſh.as 
| afeR the »nderſtanding with fomething worthy of its ſelz 
thaughts as ſignified thereby ; which not only ſacred, we 

but 
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but even civil ceremonies, and all motians or formes un- 
der the empire of reaſon, do import among all rationall 
men, when they come to be by «ſe and cuftome inſticu- 
red, and as it were impoſed upon themin any Comntry or 
Charch, for meditation, or reverence, ot comliniſſe , 25 1 
am no enemy to decent ceremonies in Religion, of Ec- 
cleſiaſticall inſtitution, uſe and cuſtome, whea ſuch as 
S. Auſtin would hive them, and ow: Church had them, 
ew in number, eaſy in prattice, apt in ſignification, and 
fixed by the laws ot Church and State, So judge them 
(as the Church of England oft declared,) ro be no parts 
eſſential or neceſlary in their nature, to any divine duty or 
Worſbip : Thar they fall not under che firſt or ſecond com- 
mand, but under the third, fourth and fifth, as reverentiall 
jn the ſolemn calling upon Gods naw, as decent in Gods 
publick worſhip on the Lords day, or any other , and as 
inſtances of our obedtence to ſuperiours in Church and 
State, commanding things not co#trary to. Gods word in 
| faith, myſteries, or manners z And thereby reducing the 
vagrancy, rudentſſe or incertainty, of neceſſary circumſtan- 
ees, (as time, place, veſture, geſture, meaſure and man- 
ner, which are as the naturall Skin, or hair, naceſlarily 
growing on all things done under che Suo, and infepa- 
rable trom them,) to ſome fixation, unity , comlineſs, or 
faſhion, (as we. fit clothes to our bodies, and perukes to 
our heads, and tunes to Pſalms) fo as ſeems to the 
Church moſt comly, vor the nature of that duty, tor the 
conveniency of the people, andthe honour of the Mini- 
ſery in things indifferenc, 
Certainly Humane or Eccleſtaſticall Ceremonies, like Th: Chict es 

ſuadows, neither fill, nor burden any Conſcience of them: peptaugs 
ſelves ; that which is conſiderable in them is, as they © 


we in their yetwre and uſe comly for the. duty, and 1n- 
| ſtances 


Every Nat Th 
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ſtances of either our obedience or our charity and unity : 
And it is no leſſe certain what eyer indulgence, as to pe- 
nalty {or non-prattiſe of ceremonies, His Majcſties cle- 


' mency may pleaſe to grant to ſome men of weak minds, 


and ſcrupulows conſciences in theſe things, (which Royall 
charity no good Chriſtian will repine at, provided it be 
uſed with meekneſſe and humility, not inſolence and. 
fatioulſneſs,) yet as to the principle, which the Church 


1 


of England went by in matter of ceremonies itis moſt | 
true and undeniably to be maintained even to the death, 


That this National Church, as all others, bath from the 


nal Church word of God, liberty, power and awthority, within its own 


hath auchoci- 
ry and liberty 


tn? orderly and decent, as to any circumſtance and ceremony | 
Semonics, in the worſhip of God ; which the Lord hath left «n- | 


Ccremonics. 


confined , free and indifferent in its nature; and onely to 
be regula y/ 


thele things upon all under its jurrſdi&Fion, and within its 
communion ;, as well as 2 Maſter of a family may appoint 
the time, place, manner, and meaſure, geſture and veſture, 
wherein he will have all his family to ſerve God with him.. 
But I have gone too much beyond my firſt deſign, , 
which was onely to conſider the book of Common-prayer, 
and to expreſle the juſt value I have of ic; which tru! 
is ſo grear, that ] think the Church of England had . 
tar better want the ſo cyed up gifts of particular Mini- 
ſters, in their prayers, then want the uſe of the Liturgy , 
, if the queſtion w:re, which ſhould be lard aſide or oeg Sl, 
' T ſhould for thole many reaſons before expreſſed, pre- } 
ter the Liturgy as the ſure, conſtant and complete mea- 


ſure 
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| 


olity and bounds, to judge of what ſeems to ic moſt ; 


ted or confined by every ſuch Eccleſiaſtical. 
policy within it ſelt : where the conſent of the major |, 

part of Church and State both in Councils and Parlaments. 
- includes the whole, and may enjoyn #ts rules and orders in 7 


ayer, 
truly 
| ha 

M1nt- 


3s $ 
_ 
, pre- 
mea- 

ſure 


: andto the ſatisfaction of all-(orts of Chriſtians. 


of which, as it already appears very much, ſo it will daily 


: of people every where, for want of due fixatzons of their 


- ons of their Faith, ſince the long diſuſe of the Lzitarey,the 
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ſure of publick devotions, betore any private mens abili- _ 
ties: Nor dol find that anciently the Biſhops and Pres- g:1159. and 
byters of the Church uſed any other, (or very little, and Pr:+byr-rs 
thoſe but ſhort) forms of publick prayers or praiſes, ſave © * 
thoſe which were in the ſetled Lituretes of their Churches, 
which were moſt apr and adequate to every publick duty, 


But (God be thanked) by the divine permiſſion as well W- m1y have 
as by the cuſtome of this Churnh and His Majefties allow- om F. 
ance, people may enjoy, and Miniſters may uſe their own n1@ :4 abiti- 
gifts before and aſter their Sermons in prayer and pray- **5'* prayers 
les, beſides the Liturgie ; and ſure, as it were pride in 
Miniſters ſo to prefer their own, as to reject the other ; 
{o it were a great folly in peoplegand an injury to their ſouls, 
to be content with one when they may have beth, or (o 
to dote on any Miniſters private ſþirit and abilities in pray- 


er, as to negleR the publick ſpirit in the Litargy z the wanc 
more, in the ignorance, irreverence and uncharitablene(s 


affeFrons, and illumination ot their judgements by ſome 
conſtant light and ſober heat of uniform devotion, 

I have heard it from others, and find it my ſelf, that 1... cw 6; 
many aged poor people being now asked very ealte queſti- following the 


want and die 


. ". 9 uſ* oft the Lis 
Catechiſme,and other plain principles of Relrgion,as Creed, wgy. 


Commandments and Lords prayer, have conteiled they had 
torgort what heretofore they could have given ſome good 
account of, 

Nor doth the hand of God onely puniſh people by 
gre [s ignorance, fanatick vanities and great retrogradatt- 
ens ,as to ſound and ſaving knowledge ; but by horri- 


ble Apeſftaſies alſo, as to the morall and pratticall, the 
equi - 


g haben £ & 
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equitable and charitable parrs of Religion z yea, and ma- 

ny Miniſters leaning wholly on their. own preſumed 
gifts, have growa \o dull, flat, formal and tedow, that | 
they have brought and taught people to deſpiſe both : 

them and their duties, loſing the honour and reputation 

which they might tave kept if they had kept within ſo- 
ber borinds » but running out to popular oftentations, they | 
ſoon loit themſelves ant the value ot ſober people, G 
tar, that | have known 5n aged . Minter atter much | 
noyſe aud glorving, as it he were the del:ght of the fa- | 
ious I'ulgar, reduced to ſo low an ebbe,. both as to} . 

reſpet# and ſubſſtence, that having ſhifted trom one ſe-! 

queſired Living to another, at laſt he was o#ted of «lb, 

and having a great charge (which haſtened the armed! 
man of poverty upon him) he made ro me with tears! | 
boon "2- and horror of his ſad condition this conteſſion, That af-! |, 
of 2 pou 24i- ter much toffing to and fro, he knew not now which way to turn | 
nifter, himſelf, or 16 ſubſiſt ; that Gods hand was juſtly againſt him,| | 
becauſe he had truſted too much to the arme of fliſh, and! | 
followed popular applauſe , that having againſt hu judg- 

ment and conſcience for many years forborne to uſe; as other 


holy forms, ſothat of the Lords Prayer, for fear of effendi : 

EL Irak and ack parke 56g he par 1% wag . 

him to pray for his daily bread by his want of it,and by filling 

ER bim with his own Che, | in 

Of the Ca Not, only the L:targie reviewed and ſerled by! ,, 
the B-«k © » Amthority, will be of great uſe and concern to the good 

Commn of the Chwch but allo that ſhort and plain Catechiſme, ,, 

Ke att which is in the Book of Common» Prayer, with ſome tew .,. 

other Queſtions and Anſwers added to ir ; that ſo it ,; 


might be, it not more complete, yet more expiicate and 
plain tocommon «xderſtavaings z and might be Ciſtri 
buted into 52. heads, that each Lords day n.i2ht have ; 

| its 
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its portion aſſigned, which every Miniſter ſhould more or 
lefle inſiſt upon, atter he had firſt asked every queſtion in 
the Catechiſm, and received the anſwers from the Cathe- 
cymens or younger fort : This would certainly keep up 
knowledge, as to fundamentals, in all, and advance ir both 
with the elder and younger people ; who might eafily by 


His Majeſties command and the care of the reſpettivve Br- 
ſhops and Miniſters, be digeſted (once for all) into two 


Books or Catalogiues,one of the Cathecumens, the other of Ae Books” of 


- Communicamts ; the firſt rank of Chriſtians to be prepa- 


red by conſtant catechiſing in the Atter-noon for confir- 
mation,and the ſtandard or proot of their knowledge to 
be the Church Catechiſme , thus confirmed they might 
be admitted to the holy Communtien , and put inthe Roll 
of Communicants,75 an honour and advance to their ſouls; 
hence not to be removed or reſcinded, unlefle they be for 
ſcandal by the cenſures of the Church excommunicated, 
or are ſelf- excommunicated by not. receiving at leaſt once 
in half a year : The expunging of them out of this Book 
of Communicants to be publick and ſolemn, 25 4 note of In- 
famy no leſſe than of Impiety, Impenirency and Apoſta- 
cyzthis method to be begun by every Miniſter in his chirge, 
taking once for all a particular account of all thoſe people 
in point of knowledge, of whoſe defed# he hath any cauſe 
to be jealous. 

But 1 fear to ſeem more forward, curious and ſolici- 
tows , thin becomes any private perlon in theſe times 
and in ſo publick 4 concern, which requires publick "owun- 
cills, and theſe ought not to be foreſtalled or prejudged. 
My great invitations to the le ſuggeſtions are, 1, Fit, 
Gocs wonderful mercy to this Church and State, offer- 
ing us miraculous opportunities of being happy, it we be 
not by reſtiveneſſe and peeviſhneſſe wanting to his provi- 
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dence, 2, The next is the remembrance of the ſore tribu- 


lations which we have felt and feared, and which are ſtill | 


ſummons to all ſorts of men, Prince and People, Biſhops 
and Presbyters ; that having been lo long in the furnace, 
it is fic all of us ſhould come forth of it well refined trom 
our droſs, leſt a worſe thins come unto us ; that God may 
delight in our conſtant peace and proſperity, to build us up 
and not pull us down. 3. My laſt encouragement is the 
oreat benignity and gentlentſſe of our Gracious King, who 
being loth to grieve any friend or toe, (Trojan or Tyrian) 
whom His clemency may amend or His charity relieve, 


is wholly diſpoſed both in His temper and judgment to ,! 
win, unite, reconcile, bind up and heal all parts, in which *' 


is any thing ſo»rd, ſincere and honeſt; that by His Royal 
hand and Soveraigntonch (as He daily doth on the infirm 
bodies of many) to 0n the zll-affeFed minds of men He 
may work (uch cures and recoveries,as may make all more 
devoted to ſirve God, His Majeftie and each other, in all 
godlineſs,loyalty honefly 3nd charity; which is then beſt done 
when mens minds by ſuch gentle means being purged of 
peeviſb, proud and «uncharitable humors, and reduc'd to 
a-more humble, meek and Chrift:an temper, our publick 
fiſtula's and ulcers which were fed and inflamed by theſe di- 
gempers, may come to be dryed up and healed, 


A mercy to be obtiined, followed, and perfefted, by | 
our prayers, and to which no ſuppiications will be more | 
p eftectuall, then the Cevout authormtatie and uniform ule | 

of the Liturgy or common- prayer, in the Church ot Eng- 


land, which unites all honeſt minds, includes all our con:- 
mon weceþities, craves all ipuituall and temporall ſup- 


p:yes, keeps Chriſtians warme in their love to God, 


Ma) 


in Loyalty totheir King, and in their charity to each (ſom 


cther ; 1t daily propouncs the ſummary of all neceſſa- 
y 


'ten; 
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ry religion, it lays and confirms in the minds of the Th*exccllene 
meaneſt people the foundations of ſound faith and ſaving —_ TE 
knowledge, according ro Gods word, it is ſo compleat 
for duties to be done, graces to be obtained, mercies #0 
be enjoyed, both here and hereatrer, that I doubt not to 
affirm this truth of the _ Ziturey, That it the common 
ſort of people duly atrend it, judiciouſly learn it, and con- 
ſciencioufly live up to the dutzes and graces there pro- 
| poſedto them, (of which Miniſters particular prayers 
| and ſermons are but either Commentaries, Repetitions 
{ or Paraphraſes;) there is no doubr, but they ſhall pleaſe 
} God, and be well prepared tor an happy death, and bl:fſed 
| eternity. 
{| Tothe advance of all which excellent duties, uſes and The way of 
| ends, nothing (next the grace of God on mens heirts) wv aps hap- 
» | will more contribute rhen Miniſters grave, reverent , Ounred and 
» | deliberace, pathetick, devour, and conſtant uſing of the State. 
| | Liturgy (wich and betore their own prayers) as an ex- 
e | cellent means by little and lictle to edifie common peo- 
f | ple by frequent inculcations in fa#/h and charity; allo to 
o bringin and preſervea good harmony and. correſpondency 
k among the Clergy z who for many years have ſounded 
i-  ſocontuſedly and awkly, that they were like bells rung 
backwards, 1n a conflagration or ſcar-fire. Laſtly tocon- 
y | ſolidate the publick peace of this Church and King- 
-e | dome, by the «niformity, induſtry, and ſandity of Mini- 
le | ters godly lives and orderly labours which I hope will in 
7- time (by Gods bleſſing} fo move the piety and holineſs 
.- of all other eſtates and. degrees of Nobility, Gentry , 
p- and Commons, (atter the great example which Hs 
d, Majeſties chirity hath given) that they will find our 
ch ſome way of (ffcFual augmenting poor Miniſters main- 
[4- 'tenznce to ſome (uch ingenuous competency as may be- 
1Y come 
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(1X come both the worth of an able and painfull Miniſtry , 
and alſo the piety and mwwificence , of this populous 
and epmlent Kingdome , this great and mighty Nation , 
——_ Elory is to be furtheſt from idolatiy and (acri- 
ledge, from a ſuperſticious and penurious Religion 
from an ignorant,idle,and indigent Miniſtery, The com- 
petent ſupport of which would be a work as of great 
[09 gratitude and acceptance to God, ſo of infinite good to 
T8 peoples ſouls, no lefle then to the honour of the Nation, 
1; of $* and the advance of the Reformed Religion every way , 
| in the verity of our doctrine , in the fotemnity of our 
deyotion, in the dignity of. our Miniſtry, in the ſanity 
of our duties, in the ſtobility ot our government, and 
peace both Civil and Ecclefisſticall, tor that makes Mi- 
niſters unquier when they fit uneaſte, and hope for pri- 
yate benefic by publick troubles or popular complyings, 
The authority and efficacy of the Evangelicall Mini- 
ſtry is as neceſlary to a juſt magiſtracy, as the Fring is to 
the bow, or the compaſſe to the ſhip, or the Sx to the 
world, or the ſe#l to the body: For a Natien without 
lawfull-Magiſtracy, or Magiſtrates without tree Religi- 
on; or true Religion without a worthy Miniſtry, or ſuch 
a Miniſtry-without ingenuous maintenance, or ſuch com- 
perent maintenance without uniform diligence, are ſuch 
»oleciſms in reaſon, and inconſiſtent with true policy as 
well as piety, that they trend #0 nothing but contempt 3nc 
confuſion : For the verifying of which we need go no fur: 
ther than our own late miſerable experience , ſufficient 
to make any Nation and Charch wiſe by its woes tor one 
Age or Century at leaſt,unlefle ic be condemned to ſuct 
: fatal infatuations , 25s make men forlake their own mer 
f  e#es, and purſue lying vanities, as either ignorant of,or ent 
|  avics againlt their own and their poſtericies happ.nels, 
TIL. 
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